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ANNUAL HARVEST GATHERING

RETIRED TELEPHONE PIONEERS
Primary/Auxiliary Members, Spouses and Guests

October 27, 2005

Social 11:30-Dinner 12 Noon

Sesostris Shrine Building-1717 Yolande Avenue-Lincoln NE

$13.00 per person

Menu: Turkey with Mashed Potatoes and Gravy, Dressing, Vegetable,

Salad with Choice of Dressing, Rolls, Beverage and Dessert
Let’s help the Lincoln Food Bank by bringing non-perishable food items.

Cash donations also accepted.

Please send reservations and checks made payable to

“Frank H. Woods Telephone Pioneers”

to Jo Kempton 6411 Knox St Lincoln NE 68507-2560

by October 6, 2005. No reservations or cancellations after 10/06/05.
RESERVATION FORM


TOTAL ENCLOSED $_____________

Primary Member_____________________________________________________

Primary Member_____________________________________________________

Guest______________________________________________________________

THIS IS THE ONLY NOTIFICATION THAT WILL BE

SENT OUT FOR THIS EVENT.

MEN’S PIONEER STEAK FRY
This is the only notice you will receive.

Please register early.  

Saturday, October 15, 2005

Where:   Hughes Brothers Cabin, Seward, Nebraska

               (Directions:  From downtown Seward, take Highway 15 north to 

   Hillcrest Street and then west to just past Lincoln Creek Bridge)

What:     There will be Cards, Horseshoes – and the Blue Rocks for you Shooters 

                                                                           Starting at 2:00 PM.

                Snacks and refreshments served throughout the afternoon.

Menu:     10 oz New York Strip Steak Dinner served at 5:30 PM.

                          Grilled Steak
Baked Potato        Dinner Roll       

                          Tossed Salad
Coffee
Invite your fellow co-workers even if they are not members.

Remember we do not have their addresses if they do not belong.

Return reservations by Monday, October 11, 2005 to:
George Hunt

   1630 Atlas Ave  


Lincoln NE 68521

Cost: $15.00 per person

For more information call: Jim Tice @ 486-1457, Bob White @ 435-0825 or George Hunt @ 477-3301
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Register by filling out the following and returning this portion with a check made out to: George Hunt

NAME _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _Circle one: Pioneer or Guest

NAME_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Circle one: Pioneer or Guest

One contact phone number _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _Total Enclosed $_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _



                      In

                  emoriam
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From Your President





                                   





 lunch in Denton.  Mark your calendars for our fall cleanup, which is scheduled for October 15, with a rain date of October 22.


     The Annual Harvest Gathering for retirees is scheduled for October 27. See enclosed flyer for more details. 


     The Men’s social is being planned for Saturday, October 15. Come join your friends for a good time and good food.  The Book Sale is coming up again November 7 & 8. We had the spring one and want to have another successful one this time. Stop in and see what they have. These items make great gifts.


     The Pumpkin Patch party will be held October 29 at Auld Pavilion. This is a wonderful event for many children with disabilities.


     The committee for the Annual Banquet is hard at work getting ready for this years event.  The date is December 1, 2005 at Yankee Hill Country Club. Please plan to attend. We have entertainment planned; door prizes and the banquet should be wonderful. We are also planning a Silent Auction, so if you are a person who loves to do crafts or have a specialty you would like to donate, we would love to have your items. Ron & Bonnie Hoffman are in charge of this. You may contact them at 489.0123. You may also contact Barb Elam at 489.1404 or Pat Wernke at 466.2648. More information will be forwarded later.


     I want to thank all of the volunteers who work so hard to make all of our events so successful. If you would like to volunteer to help, feel free to contact me or the committee chairperson.  Thank you.      Pat Wernke


 

















�





This year sure is flying by very quickly. Cathy Sayre recently completed the Back to School drive. A total of 501 items were collected. We also had a 





successful Bake & Craft Sale earlier this year. Our chairperson for the Breakfast in the Park is unable to do it this year. I have been contacting members to see if they would be interested in taking on this project. Please call me at 466-2648 if you are interested in this for


next year. This event is enjoyed by so many and I would like us to be able continue this great function


     Eight volunteers helped with the Spring Highway Cleanup. After finishing, we enjoyed
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Poultices, as well as patent medicines. A special area was set up in the White House basement to store all the items. 


In addition, people with medical degrees sent lengthy letters giving their opinions on what should be done. Many of these letters were also published in newspapers. Coverage of the debate received so much attention that discussions from this angle over shadowed the current medical condition of the president. 


One such example of the press taking over the job of finding the answer as to finding the exact location of the bullet took place one week after the shooting. Simon Newcomb of Baltimore was interviewed by a reporter for the Washington National Intelligencer. Newcomb had been experimenting with running electricity through wire coils and the effect metal had when placed near the coils. He had found that when metal was placed near the coils filled with electricity that a faint hum could be heard at that point in the coil. The problem was that the hum was so faint that is was very difficult to hear. He suggested that he might be able to perfect his invention so that it could be used on the President but, unfortunately, he though that the perfection of the apparatus would take too long. 


While in Boston, Alexander Graham Bell read the newspaper account mentioned in the above paragraph of this article. Upon reading this account, Bell telegraphed Newcomb in Baltimore and offered to assist him. Further, he suggested that perhaps his own invention of the telephone was the answer he had been seeking. His telephone amplified sound made through wire! 


Newcomb accepted Bell's offer. Bell immediately went to Baltimore to work with Newcomb. White House surgeons spent a lot of time at the Baltimore lab witnessing the experiments. The invention consisted of two coils of insulated wire, a battery, a circuit breaker, and Bells' telephone. The ends of the primary coil were connected to a battery and those of the secondary coil were fastened to


                                                          (Con’t)                     





















































Historically Speaking


                                     By Wally Tubbs





. Alexander Graham Bell and the Garfield Assassination


Taken from an article by R. J. Brown�


Some people ask me "Why bother to collect old newspapers? If I want to read dry, boring history, I can just get a history book." My answer to this is that even the best of history books leave out some mighty interesting aspects of historical events. The only way they can be re-discovered is through reading original newspapers published during the time of the event. The assassination of president James Garfield in 1881 is a prime example of this. 


James Garfield was assassinated on July 2, 1881 and lingered until September 19, 1881 when he died. The problem was that a bullet was lodged inside his chest. The two methods of treatment at the time were: (1) If the bullet had penetrated the liver (or other organs) it would mean certain death without surgery to remove it. (2) If the bullet hadn't penetrated an organ was wasn't lodged tightly against an organ at the present time, the chances of recovery were much better if they delayed the surgery until the president's condition stabilized. Therefore, finding the exact location of the bullet was very critical in the president's recovery. X-rays had not been invented yet so the only way to determine the exact location of the bullet was to do a manual probe with instruments. If they were to make continued probes to locate the bullet, it increased the risk of infection. 


As a result of this indecision, a most unique journalistic style arose. Newspapers across the United States printed editorial after editorial making big light of this indecision by the White House doctors. Soon, lay people, as well as qualified medical personnel, jumped in with their opinions. The White House doctors were deluged with package after package containing such items as special herbs, teas, home remedies,








 





None-the-less, Garfield's eyes never left the wand through out the experiment. 


The results of the experiment were inconclusive as there was a faint hum no matter where the wand was placed on the president's body. After many attempts, Bell, Newcomb and Tainter left the White House wonder just where they went wrong. 


Meanwhile, the press used this failure as a personal attack on Bell. The hostility of the rivalry among claimants that they (and not Bell) were the first ones to invent the telephone was at its peak at this time. Many lawsuits were already pending in the courts over this issue. The publicity over Bell using his invention to attempt to find the bullet in the president's body didn't help matters. Editorials in newspapers called Bell a "publicity seeker." 


Undaunted, Bell returned to the lab with Newcomb and Tainter. They ran more experiments. It still worked just fine in the lab and at the Old Soldier's Home. Bell managed to talk White House doctors into letting them come back and try again. The last day of July they went back to the White House to try again. It was the same thing again -- no matter where they placed the wand on the president's body, a faint hum could be heard. When they moved the wand away from the president's body the hum could no longer be heard. All were stumped. It worked fine on everyone else but the president. Feeling dejected, they again left the White House. Bell continued back to Boston and gave up trying to perfect the invention. 


A few weeks after their last attempt, President Garfield was moved to his home in New Jersey and died on September 19, 1881.  So what is the answer to why Bell's and Newcomb's invention worked on everyone except the president? It wasn't the president that was the problem. The problem was the bed he was in. Coil spring mattresses had just been invented. 
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posts of the telephone. When a piece of metal was placed in the spot where the circuit breaker was, a hum could be heard in the telephone receiver. As the metal was moved further away, the hum became more faint. Five inches away was the maximum distance that a hum could still be heard. 


Various methods of testing the apparatus were tried. At first a game of hide and seek was played. Either Bell or Newcomb would hide an unspent bullet in their mouth, armpit, or elsewhere on their body. The other would pass the wand over the others' body. Meanwhile an assistant would be listening on the telephone to announce (based on the hum) where the bullet was and how far away from the tip of the wand it was. 


Next, the experiments included spent bullets and hiding them in bags of grain, inside sides of beef and so forth. Various adjustments were made with each test. 


As a final test, before using it on the president, they went to the Old Soldiers Home in Washington, D.C. where they solicited Civil War veterans and lined them up in open fields. They passed the wand over each volunteer's body. As some still had bullets in their body from doing battle in the war, this provided a very close approximation of what they hoped their invention would accomplish -- locate a bullet inside a human body. In each case, the soldiers with bullets still in them, and where the bullets were, were identified. Now was the appropriate time to try the invention on the president. On July 26, Bell, his assistant Tainter, and Newcomb had an appointment at the White House. In the early evening they made their first attempt to locate the bullet using their apparatus. There were also five White House doctors and several aides present for this experiment. The president looked apprehensive as the wand was passed over his body. He expressed a fear of being electrocuted. Bell offered reassurance and tried to explain how the apparatus worked. 








The first of LT & T’s buildings was constructed at 231 S. 14th Street in Lincoln in 1903. The company began providing service in 1904. This concrete medallion was installed above the main entrance to this building. Chip Woods and Al Farmer made arrangements to saved this medallion during the demolition of the building. Shown above the medallion is a picture of the first LT&T building and the horse drawn crew wagons in 1904.





If you have additions or corrections for the Calendar of Events, please contact Wally Tubbs at 402.423.4716 or e-mail   � HYPERLINK "mailto:dt44829@alltel.net" ��dt44829@alltel.net�


   








Calendar of Events


Fall Retiree’s Luncheon


   Date         October 27, 2005


                       See Flyer in this issue





Fall Men’s Social


  Date         October 15, 2005


                        See Flyer in this issue


 


Fall Highway Clean-up


  Date         October 15, 2005


                       Rain Date  October 22, 2005


  Contact   Jo Kempton for details





Pumpkin Patch Party


   Date         October 29, 2005


    Location   Auld Pavilion


  Book Sale


   Date         November 7, 8  2005





Annual Holiday Dinner


   Date             December 1,  2005


    Location   Yankee Hill Country Club
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Tour Guides Needed


For Museum Tours





Would you like to be a volunteer tour guide at your Telephone Museum? Tour guides are needed for small group tours during the week. Tours usually last between 1 to 2 hours. Giving tours is a great way to learn about your museum. Most of the information is contained on the signs that are next to the artifacts. A script is being prepared to help you learn about the museum. Your help is greatly needed, as requests for tours continue to grow. Please call the museum line at 436.4640 and leave your name if you would like to be a tour guide. Your help will be greatly appreciated!





�
In fact, a national campaign hadn't even been started yet at the time of the assassination. The White House was one of the few that had the coil spring mattresses at the time. Very few people had even heard of them. Thus, Bell's and Newcomb's invention was detecting metal -- unfortunately they didn't realize that it was the coil springs. If they had moved him off the bed to the floor or table, their apparatus would have detected where the bullet was and likely, knowing this, the White House surgeons could have saved James Garfield's life! 








Featured Artifact from the Museum Collection
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Alltel Picnic 2005


In Review





The 2005 Alltel Picnic held June 25 was a well-attended event held in conjunction with the F. H. Woods Telephone Pioneer Museum. This years festivities included tours of the museum, clowns making balloon toys and of course a great meal from Skeeter Barnes. Attendance was down some from last year’s event, but over 500 past and current employees and their families were in attendance despite threatening skies. A great time was had by all.
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Museum Hats for Sale





The Frank H. Woods Telephone Pioneer Museum announces a great way to support your museum. Available now are baseball style hats with embroidered logo of your museum along with a Strowger Candlestick telephone. Seven (7) different hat color combinations are available. One size fits all. Hats are $16  (postage paid) and come in the following colors, Khaki w/denim bill, Khaki w/ cranberry bill, Yellow, Navy, Light Blue, Gray w/black bill, and Maroon. To order your hat, call the museum line at 436.4640 and leave your name, address, telephone# and which hat you want. Then send a check to


                                                                           F.H.Woods Telephone Museum


C/O Wally Tubbs


4716 Grassridge Rd


Lincoln NE 68512





Or you can stop by the Museum on Sunday afternoon and pick one up.





Please allow 3 to 4 weeks for delivery





�





Do you have a Computer & access to 


the Internet?





You can find a lot of valuable Pioneer information by clicking on to the official Frank H. Woods Telephone Pioneer Association web site at: 


  � HYPERLINK "http://www.4w.com/fhw-pioneers/" �� www.woodstelephonepioneers.org�





The museum web page is accessed by going to the above site and clicking on museum.





To see current and past issues of the TPL go to the association side of the web site and click on Pioneer Lines


 








Telephone Artifacts





If you have any telephone artifacts, be it old telephones, old signs, documents, tools, or any memorabilia relating to Lincoln Telephone or the telephone industry in general and wish to donate them to your Telephone Pioneer Museum, please contact Wally Tubbs or any member of the Museum board. Your items are always greatly appreciated, and remember, your donation is tax deductible and documentation will be provided for your contribution.  





The Pioneer Voice Mail 


News Line


The Voice Mail system used by our chapter is your best and most up to date way of obtaining information concerning all facets of our chapter from coming events, to new membership. This system is maintained by the dedicated efforts of Helen Norwood. Please familiarize yourself with the telephone number in the box to the left and use the system often. Just dial 402.436.5115 and make your selection. It’s that easy.
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The Pioneer Voice Mail News Line





402.436.5115





     Touch Tone Topic Selection Code





   Coming Event		1


   Deaths/Funeral		2


   Hospital Recovery		3


   Retirements		4


   Special Announcements & Requests		5


   Social Events		6


   Fund Raising		7


   Volunteers Needed		8


   New Members		9





Frank H. Woods Telephone Pioneer Association





Any news relating to any telephone employee or family member please call: Helen  @ 476-7283. Thank you in advance for assisting in keeping The Pioneer Lines current!








Retired Pioneer


Breakfast











When:	4th Monday of each   month


Time: 	By 8:15 a.m.


Where:	PERKINS RESTAURANT


	121 N. 48th St. - Lincoln





Who:           All Retiree’s Welcome





If you know of a retiree who is not attending the breakfast, invite them to the next one. It good food and great fellowship.





On The Move……





"Have you moved recently?  Are you lucky enough to spend the winter months in the South?  If so, please send your updated information (address, phone number, email address -- and dates you'll be at an address if it is a temporary one) to Frank H. Woods Telephone Pioneers PO Box 81309 Lincoln, NE 68501-1309 so we can update our mailing list.  We don't want you to miss anything.  Thanks."





                           Your Association Secretary

















We wish you a Happy Birthday if you are celebrating a milestone this quarter, and many happy returns.








WALT SOWERS


ROGER B. KOHLES


CHARLES P. ARNOLD


DARRELL A. FIERO


ELSIE HEDGES


CHESTER (CHET) BYARD


MARIE S. PORTSCHE








If you know of someone who has been a member in the past and has let their membership lapse, or if you know someone who is not a member, talk to them and tell them what a fulfilling organization the Pioneers is, and that volunteering makes everyone feel good.











New Member(s)








No new Members to report


�


When you see these new members, be sure to welcome them to our organization


























THE PIONEER LINES





Published for the Pioneer


Active and Retired Members


And Auxiliary Members


Wally Tubbs, Editor – 402.423.4716


E-mail        � HYPERLINK "mailto:wally.tubbs@alltel.com" ��dt44829@alltel.net�


Published Quarterly.





Please remember that your Frank H. Woods Telephone Pioneer Association, as well as the Frank H. Woods Telephone Pioneer Museum is graciously sponsored in part by ALLTEL
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