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 OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS

January 1, 2005 – December 31, 2005

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Officers

          President
Pat Wernke 
466-2648

          First Vice President
Gary Roller 
436-5684

          Second Vice President 
Rod Halsted 
488-1655

          Secretary 
Diane Haushel 
488-4262
          Treasurer 
Susan Shepherd 
488-9151

Past President 
Margaret Small 
488-8027

Members At Large

           December 31, 2005
Karen Post 
436-4864

           December 31, 2005 
Rod Halsted 
488-1655

           December 31, 2006
Jo Kempton 
466-6668

           December 31, 2006 
Amy Tipton 
436-5966

           December 31, 2007
Ron Hoffman 
489-0123

           December 31, 2007 
Roger Harris 
489-1144

GENERAL COMMITTEES

Community Service
Laurie Heier 
436-4018


Cathy Sayre 
436-4945

            Back to School 
Cathy Sayre 
436-4945

            Braille & Large Print Menus

            Egg Hunt/Pumpkin Patch 

            Party
Cathy Sayre 
436-4945

            Environmental

            (HiWay Cleanup)
Jo Kempton 
466-6668

    
Jan Hense
488-4814

            LPS Toy Repair
Gary Roller 
436-5684

            Nebraska Library 

            Commission
Helen Norwood 
476-7283

            Reading for the Learning 

            Disabled 
Helen Norwood 
476-7283

Election Board 
Cathy Blair 
423-7089

                                                       Sue Kelley 
4640997

Fellowship
Beth Kimmerling-Dumler 
484-8388

Fundraising

             Bake Sale 
Donnabelle Potter
488-1555


Karen Post 
436-4864

             In-House Sales 
Karen Post 
436-4864

Historical 
Wally Tubbs
423-4716 (H)



450-0899 (C)



Membership 
Rod Halsted 
488-1655

Nominations 
George Hunt 
477-3301


Kathy Dvorak 
436-4455


Carol Forbes 
489-5364

Publicity


              ITPA Public Relations

                    Co-Chair
Kathy Dvorak 
436-4455

              Pioneer Lines 
Wally Tubbs 
423-4716

              Pioneer News Line 

                  (436-5115)
Helen Norwood 
476-7283


Bobbi Meyer
477-0097


Gina Roedel
437-7224

Publicity   (con’t)

               Pioneer Web Site
Bob Kilbride 
436-4237

Social

               Annual Meeting/Holiday 

                       Banquet
Bobbie Meyer                                  477-0097

               Breakfast in the Park
Carol Forbes 
489-5364

               Men’s Group 
George Hunt 
477-3301


Jim Tice

               Retired Activities

                       Breakfast 
Helen Norwood 
476-7283


Donnabelle Potter 
488-1555


Paul Sprouse 
435-0069

               Fall Retired Luncheon 
Jo Kempton 
466-6668


Jan Hense 
423-5464

               Women’s Group 
Pam Hofpar 
436-5313


Daine Root 
483-0589
Ways and Means
Rod Halsted 
488-1655









	



                      In

                  emoriam


	
	






The Pioneer Voice Mail News Line





402.436.5115





     Touch Tone Topic Selection Code





   Coming Event		1


   Deaths/Funeral		2


   Hospital Recovery		3


   Retirements		4


   Special Announcements & Requests		5


   Social Events		6


   Fund Raising		7


   Volunteers Needed		8


   New Members		9





Frank H. Woods Telephone Pioneer Association





Any news relating to any telephone employee or family member please call: Helen  @ 476-7283. Thank you in advance for assisting in keeping The Pioneer Lines current!








The Pioneer Voice Mail 


News Line


The Voice Mail system used by our chapter is your best and most up to date way of obtaining information concerning all facets of our chapter from coming events, to new membership. This system is maintained by the dedicated efforts of Helen Norwood. Please familiarize yourself with the telephone number in the box to the left and use the system often. Just dial 402.436.5115 and make your selection. It’s that easy.
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His working replicas are not only as exact a duplicate as can be produced, they are also real museum quality artifacts that from a purely aesthetical point of view, stand by themselves. To give you an example of John’s dedication to his craft, this latest creation has well over 150 man-hours in its creation, not to mention the countless hours of research that lead to its development.


     Our museum acquired its first John Infurna creation some years back, and it became one of our  prize displays. What one has to realize, these very early developmental telephone pieces created by A.G. Bell, Thomas Watson, and Sir Francis Blake, were short lived in there use, and during the developmental stage, parts from one version were stripped off and used in the development of the next version. Sometimes these instruments were never manufactured for public use, before they were scrapped for the next version. With this in mind one can see that few if any of these early original pieces survived. 


     This is where an individual such as John comes in. With only copies of original sketches and mentions of these original instruments in early documents and books, some of which were researched at the national archives in Washington D.C., John has again brought to life, the telephone instruments from the infancy of industry. Long time collector, and your museum vice-president Al Farmer, refers to John as Mr. Blake Jr. because of his amazing expertise.


     We at the museum feel extremely fortunate to have 8 remarkable creations of John’s in our collection, with two more on order. It is safe to say that your museum houses the most complete display of these working replica developmental pieces in existence. (See page 5 for more pictures) The latest 5 of these creations were acquired through a most generous donation by the Don and Mary Hessler family. Through bequeaths and donations from such supporters of your museum as the Hesslers, we at the museum will be able to continue to present to our patrons, displays that will enlighten and educate all visitors on the historical implications the telephone played in the development of Lincoln, our state, and the rest of the world.








Men’s Fall Stag at Hughes Brothers Cabin in Seward











�





     Some new suggestions were discussed.  We talked about a Craft Sale or Garage Sale - there were several different ideas on how we could do these to make them a success, were they could be held, etc. These may be ideas for more discussion for future projects.


     Another idea was to have a hot dog lunch along with or instead of the Bake & Craft Sale. One reason being, we have plenty of volunteers to sell baked goods, but not a lot to sell. We thought one reason might be that people cannot get their items to the different locations.  It was decided to keep the Bake & Craft Sale the same as before, but we have several volunteers who are willing to pick up item and deliver them to the sites.  Please keep this in mind for our sale on April 28.  We could use you help providing baked goods.


     Since all the committee chairs were unable to attend, we still have some activities we are planning and will get more information to you later.


     I would like to thank our outgoing Officers and Members at Large for their services.  We know you stay involved with our projects.


     I also want to welcome the new officers and Members at Large.  We should have a great year.


(**) A list of these is enclosed.


    Thank you for the opportunity to serve as your President.  It will be an exciting year for me. I hope you will all get involved with projects.  I hope we can all get some new members signed up or get those that have dropped out to rejoin.


 


                        Pat Wernke


 

















 








THE PIONEER LINES





Published for the Pioneer


Active and Retired Members


And Auxiliary Members


Wally Tubbs, Editor – 402.423.4716


E-mail        � HYPERLINK "mailto:wally.tubbs@alltel.com" ��dt44829@alltel.net�


Published Quarterly.








New Member(s)








GRAYCE & GORDON OLSEN


LINDA S. CARTER


�


When you see these new members, be sure to welcome them to our organization


























Please remember that your Frank H. Woods Telephone Pioneer Association, as well as the Frank H. Woods Telephone Pioneer Museum is graciously sponsored in part by ALLTEL





Retired Pioneer


 Breakfast














When:	4th Monday of each   month


Time: 	By 8:15 a.m.


Where:	PERKINS RESTAURANT


	121 N. 48th St. - Lincoln





Who:           All Retiree’s Welcome





If you know of a retiree who is not attending the breakfast, invite them to the next one. It good food and great fellowship.














We wish you a Happy Birthday if you are celebrating a milestone this quarter, and many happy returns.





These officers and chairpersons give a great deal of their time and efforts to make our club what it is. We need your support of the activities and events that are planned each year.  If you feel you would like to be a part of any events or committees, please give the chairpersons, or officers a call. We need your involvement to make things happen……and when you see one of these individuals mentioned above, be sure to thank them for their commitment and leadership.





Do you have a Computer & access to 


the Internet?





You can find a lot of valuable Pioneer information by clicking on to the official Frank H. Woods Telephone Pioneer Association web site at: 


  � HYPERLINK "http://www.4w.com/fhw-pioneers/" �� www.woodstelephonepioneers.org�





The museum web page is accessed by going to the above site and clicking on museum.





To see current and past issues of the TPL go to the association side of the web site and click on Pioneer Lines


 








Calendar of Events


Highway  Clean-up


   Date             April 16, 2005


   Rain Date	April 23, 2005


   Call  Jo Kempton for details





Bake Sale


   Date         April 28, 2005


   Location	5 th Floor @ 15th & M


     		401 Bldg Basement


   Call Karen Post or Donnabelle Potter for     donations and volunteering to sell





Fall Retiree’s Luncheon


   Date         October 13, 2005


   Details to follow





Pumpkin Patch Party


   Date         October 29, 2005


   Details to follow





Book Sale


   Date         November 7, 8  2005





Annual Holiday Dinner


   Date             December 1,  2005


   Details to follow
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     Dates were set for many of our annual activities.  Some are tentative pending preparations. The Calendar of Events is enclosed on page 3.








Displayed above is the latest artifact acquisition for your museum. This is a working replica of the first transmitter built by Sir Francis Blake, for use by the Bell Telephone Company circa 1878. The working replica was constructed by John Infurna, a very skilled craftsman, who researched the original drawings and notes pertaining to this transmitter from the national archives in Washington DC. Our Museum is very fortunate to have 9 other remarkable replicas from John, and I believe your museum the only museum to have such a collection.





�





1878  #1 Blake Transmitter 








�





As most of you remember, Geoff Mumby served as a long time fundraiser for the pioneers, selling an array of items from commemorative plates to mixed nuts.  Geoff has a complete set of the Telephone Pioneer telephone themed commemorative plates (all 12) and would like to sell them as a set, but might split them up. He also has some artwork-framed posters that are of a telephone theme. If your are interested in any of these items, give Geoff a call  @   402.489.1800 for more information.





�








On The Move……





"Have you moved recently?  Are you lucky enough to spend the winter months in the South?  If so, please send your updated information (address, phone number, email address -- and dates you'll be at an address if it is a temporary one) to Frank H. Woods Telephone Pioneers PO Box 81309 Lincoln, NE 68501-1309 so we can update our mailing list.  We don't want you to miss anything.  Thanks."





                           Your Association Secretary








Featured Artifact from the Museum Collection
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Telephone Artifacts





If you have any telephone artifacts, be it old telephones, old signs, documents, tools, or any memorabilia relating to Lincoln Telephone or the telephone industry in general and wish to donate them to your Telephone Pioneer Museum, please contact Wally Tubbs or any member of the Museum board. Your items are always greatly appreciated, and remember, your donation is tax deductible and documentation will be provided for your contribution.  








From Your President

















�











�





�





�








�








Historically Speaking


                                     By Wally Tubbs





On page 3 of this issue of TPL, you will find the latest acquisition for your telephone museum. This piece is a working replica created by an amazing artisan and great friend to those who’s passion is the preservation of telephone antiquities, and the history that made the telephone one of the most important historical developments of the 19th  & 20th centuries, and beyond. 


     The piece I am talking about is an exact working recreation of what is know as the Blake transmitter, developed by Sir Francis Blake, for use by the Bell Telephone Company during its infancy in and around 1878. Alexander Graham Bell developed the telephone in 1875, and shortly there after, the Bell Telephone Company came into being. Not having a full-blown manufacturing company to produce the highly sought after “talking machine”, the Bell Telephone Company contracted with independent contractors to help develop and produce the instruments the market demanded. Sir Francis Blake was one such of these inventors.


     A craftsman from Arizona by the name of John Infurna created the item the museum just acquired. I have known John for quite sometime, through our mutual involvement with the national antique telephone collector clubs that we both belong to. The word ‘artisan’ as defined in the “American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language”, refers to one who “is skilled in the arts, a person manually skilled in making a particular product”.  The word ‘craftsman’ is identified as “a highly skilled worker who practices a craft…an artist as considered with high regard to technique.” To me these words exemplify what John Infurna means to the preservation of telephone history, but I feel that they also fall short of who John really is.


     This individual spends hundreds of hours researching any remnants of drawings or prints of these original inventors, seeking both the knowledge of how the apparatus works, and the finite details of what the instrument looked like,  right down to the exact materials the instrument was originally made from, and the style and wording of the engravings used by the manufacturer.





 








If you have additions or corrections for the Calendar of Events, please contact Wally Tubbs at 402.423.4716 or e-mail   � HYPERLINK "mailto:dt44829@alltel.net" ��dt44829@alltel.net�


   











HARVEY W. ARMAGOST


BETTY ANN BYARD


DOROTHEA C. HECKMAN


JAMES C. SMITH


LILLIAN B. SOWERS





Developmental Working Replicasof Early Telephones


produced by John Infurna





Part of this display was funded through a generous donation from the Don & Mary Hessler family











    On Saturday, February 5, many of the new Officers and Committee Chairs met to start planning activities for the 2005 year. 





�





Do you remember the Telephone Museum Open House and company anniversary celebration last summer?  Do you remember how much fun over 750 people had during the tours and picnic? Do you remember how much fun it was seeing old friends and meeting new ones?  Well stay tuned for an upcoming announcement. If you missed last year, you won’t want to miss this one.





�





�





�





�





If you know of someone who has been a member in the past and has let their membership lapse, or if you know someone who is not a member, talk to them and tell them what a fulfilling organization the Pioneers is, and that volunteering makes everyone feel good.
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